
Christian Theology

Western Alaska Ministry Training
Stephen Bilynskyj, Instructor
Spring Intensive
Class Session March 27 - March 31, 2017 in Nome, Alaska
Instructor Contact Information:

steveb@valleycovenant.org 541-345-0055, generally available Tu-Fr, 9 a.m. – noon PST
Course Description

An introduction to the doctrines, methods and tasks of Christian theology, seeking active appropriation of Christian faith in the context of the church and in native culture.
Course Objectives

· To acquaint students with basic Christian doctrine in its historical development and outworking through the life of the church.
· To acquaint students with the tools, texts and tasks of Christian theology

· To engage in both formal and informal theological conversation, allowing students to explore and deepen their participation in the faith of the church

· To understand clearly the necessity of theology to the life, ministry and mission of the church, and to explore how theology is carried out the students’ callings
· To explore the relationship between theology and native culture, learning how cultural experiences can shape and affect theological expression
· To deepen knowledge and love of God, to empower faithful service, and to articulate hopeful witness

Course Texts (required)
The following books and readings will inform our theological conversation.
1. Bible, any good modern translation like NRSV, NIV, TNIV, etc.
2. Roger Olson, The Mosaic of Christian Belief: Twenty Centuries of Unity and Diversity (InterVarsity Press, 2002).
3. Peter John, The Gospel According to Peter John (Alaska Native Knowledge Network, 1996).
4. A collection of theological essays and sermons by course professor, Stephen Bilynskyj. These will be posted on-line.
Recommended (but not required) Texts
1. Donald Frisk, Covenant Affirmations (Covenant Press). 
2. Justo González and Zaida Maldonado Pérez, An Introduction to Christian Theology (Abingdon Press, 2002).

3. Randy Woodley, Living in Color (InterVarsity Press, 2001), for a Native American perspective on some theological issues.
Course Requirements

1. On-line Discussion:
Students are expected to do all reading before class meeting in Nome. To encourage that, two on-line discussion experiences are required.
A. By February 7
· Read chapters 1-4, 6 in Olson book
· Read from theology essays: Why Theology?, God, Trinity, Revelation
· Read The Gospel According to Peter John, p. 8 – top of p. 27.

· Post an on-line response to your reading in about 250 words at http://bilynskyj.com/wamt/ 
B. By March 7
· Read chapters 7-11 in Olson book 
· Read from theology essays: Creation, Image, Jesus the Word, Holy Spirit
· Read The Gospel According to Peter John, top of p. 27 – middle of p. 47.

· Post an on-line response to your reading in about 250 words at http://bilynskyj.com/wamt/ 
 

C. By March 27 (first day of class) 
· Read Olson chapters 12-15 
· Read The Gospel According to Peter John, middle of p. 47 – p. 68.

· Read from theology essays: The Need for Atonement, The Kingdom of God, Victory, Reconciliation, Ransom, Justification, Regeneration, The Christian Hope, The Return of Christ
  
2. In-class Presentation:
· Choose one of the following topics by February 28 and email topic choice to instructor (only one student per topic, first-come, first-serve).

· Prepare a 15-minute talk on that topic to present during class in Nome. Be sure to explain how this aspect of theology works out in your ministry context and why you believe it is important to think about it well. 
Topic Choices:


Holy Scripture
The Trinity


Creation
Salvation


Jesus: God and Human
The Holy Spirit


The Image of God
Sin


The Church
The Return of Christ


The Kingdom of God
The Atonement


Sacraments
Life after Death

Providence
General Revelation
 

3. Class time in Nome
For an intensive course like this, every hour of class time is precious. Please plan travel and other commitments so you can be present every day of class for the whole day. Class will include lectures, student presentations and lots of discussion. Being ready to ask your questions and offer your thoughts will help make Christian theology come alive for you where you serve.
4. Final Exam

Exam will be essay questions completed at home after class is over. E-mail completed exam to instructor by April 30.
Grading

Grading will be pass/fail and will be calculated as follows:
Completion of Reading: 20%

On-line Discussion Responses: 20%
In-class Presentation: 20%
Class Attendance and Participation: 20%
Final Exam: 20%

 

Computer Requirements:

In order to effectively participate in and successfully complete this course, each participant will need to have access to a computer and a high-speed internet connection. Please let instructor know immediately if you have limited access to on-line resources.
Academic Honesty:

 

In keeping with our Christian heritage and commitment, WAMT is committed to the highest possible ethical and moral standards. Just as we constantly strive to live up to these high standards, we expect our students to do the same. To that end, cheating of any sort will not be tolerated.  Students who are discovered cheating are subject to discipline up to and including failure of the course.
Our definition of cheating includes but is not limited to:

1. Plagiarism – the use of another’s work as one’s own without giving credit to the individual. This includes using materials from the internet. If you copy and paste it, that’s plagiarism UNLESS it is a brief quote with the source given.
2. Copying another’s answers on an examination.

3. Deliberately allowing another to copy one’s answers or work.

4. Posting on-line or turning in work in the name of another student.
 

If you have questions about plagiarism, ASK! If you are worried that your work is plagiarized, then it probably is!
Disabilities Accommodations 
 

Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the instructor. Please do so as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. 
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